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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass  

from Roman Times to 2016 

Part II. Building the Railroad 
by Richard T. Hall 

Part I of this series was published in the March 2013 TELL.  It traced the history of the trails 

and roads over the Gotthard Pass from Roman times to just before the railroad.  

  In March of 1836 the Chamber 

of Commerce of Zürich created a 

commission on railway construction.  

This resulted in the first railway 

company in Switzerland to be char-

tered in 1838 with the purpose of 

constructing a railroad line between 

Zürich and Basel. Trains first travelled 

the first section of this line – Zürich to 

Baden, the so-called Spanisch-Brötli-

Bahn (named for the specialty of the 

Baden bakeries) – on August 7, 1847. 

This first trip has been commemorated twice by the Swiss Post, first in 1947 for the 100th anniversary 

(Zumstein 277, Figure 1) and again in 1997 for the 150th anniversary (Zumstein 912, Figure 2).  

 Even as this first line was under construction, ideas were being floated for a rail line over the Alps. 

In 1847, Richard La Nicca of Chur requested a concession to build a railway connecting St. Gallen and 

Graubünden with Ticino over the Lukmanier Pass. The license was granted in 1853 but subsequently 

withdrawn when the deadline for beginning construction passed with no construction having been done. 

 In the meantime in 1852, Gottlieb Koller, the first director of the Federal Railway Bureau, 

presented a plan for a rail line over the Gotthard. At the suggestion of Karl  Emanuel Müller, Landemann 

from Uri, at 15 kilometer tunnel between Göschenen and Airolo was added to        (continued on page 9)   

    
Stamps commemorating the anniversary of the first Swiss train: 

 Fig. 1, for the 100
th
               Fig. 2, below, for the 150th 

 anniversary (Zumstein 277)             anniversary (Zumstein 912). 

 

Contents 
Travelling Over and Under theGotthard Pass from Roman Times to 2016:  

 Part II.  Building the Railroad   by Richard T. Hall    1 

Heissinger Wins TEXPEX and Helvetia Grand Awards 2 

President’s Column   by Robert Zeigler 3 

Auction Manager Opportunity 3 

Useful websites  by George Struble 4 

AHPS Auction 155: Prices Realized 4 

Interesting Correction Perforations of the 1998 Switzerland China Sheet   

 by Christoph Hertsch 5 

Update on the Western Philatelic Library 6 

Matterhorn Meanderings   by Richard T. Hall    7 

Contributors to AHPS in 2012 13 

AHPS/APRL Fundraising Thank YOU!  And Please Use Our Library   by Bruce Marsden 15 

  



2  TELL   May 2013 

Heissinger Wins 

TEXPEX and Helvetia 

Grand Awards 
Heinrich Heissinger’s exhibit “The 

Durheim Period 1850-1854”, only five frames, nev-

ertheless won both the TEXPEX grand award and 

the Helvetia grand award during the AHPS con-

vention in Grapevine, Texas, on March 1-3. The 

jury also awarded him a TEXPEX gold. His exhibit 

was one of four that the jury announced were can-

didates for the grand.  

The other top Helvetia awards went to 

multi-frame exhibits by Harlan Stone, AHPS gold 

for “Domestic Postage Due Charges 1862-1960s” 

(in addition to a TEXPEX gold); George Struble, 

AHPS silver for “Airmail up to 1939” (also 

TEXPEX gold); and Bruce Marsden, AHPS bronze 

for “The Story of Swiss Philately”, formerly enti-

tled “Swiss Fondue” (TEXPEX vermeil and an 

AAPE award of merit. 

Roger Heath received a TEXPEX vermeil 

and the Auxiliary Markings Club award for “Swiss 

Markings on Refused Mail”. He also won the Hel-

vetia novice award, one of four exhibits that quali-

fied based on the following definition established 

by the AHPS Board of Trustees: a first-time exhib-

it at an AHPS convention and not shown previous-

ly at any World Series of Philately (WSP) show.  

Charles LaBlonde won a TEXPEX silver for 

“The Postal History of Swiss WWII Cards”. 

In the one-frame competition Harlan Stone 

was also a double winner with “Switzerland-to-

United States Mail Rates 1862-1875”, taking both 

the TEXPEX grand award and the Helvetia best 

one-frame plaque. He also received a TEXPEX 

vermeil medal. The jury awarded no golds in this 

class.  

In the one-frame class two other AHPS ex-

hibitors also won a TEXPEX vermeil: Andrew 

Urushima for “The Olympic Jubilee – Lausanne 

1944”, and Charles LaBlonde for “The Suspension 

of U.S. Mail to Switzerland 1942-1945”. 

Winners of one-frame silvers were Bruce 

Marsden for “The Ugliest Stamps of Switzerland” 

(Zunstein Nos. 254-256), Roger Heath for “Types of 

Swiss-Made Cancelers Used in Latin America 

1881-1930”, and John Barrett for “Karl Bickel: 

Swiss Master Designer/Engraver”. 

AHPS Central Regional Trustee Michael 

Peter was a member of the TEXPEX jury. 

Other Recent Winners 

 John Barrett, “Patriotism – Swiss Style” (one 

frame), Mid-Cities Stamp Expo 12 (Texas), silver.  

 Ian Gilchrist, “International Red Cross Tracing 

Labels 1914-1919”, SARASOTA 12, vermeil, AAPE 

medal of excellence; “Europe to Central and South 

America via New York with P.A.A. and SCADTA”, 

SARASOTA 12, vermeil.  

 Roger Heath, “Swiss Flexible-Head Cancelers 

Invented by de Coppet”, CHICAGOPEX 12, gold, 

U.S. Cancellation Club award; “Swiss-Made Can-

celers Used in Latin America 1881-1936” (one 

frame), CHICAGOPEX, vermeil; De Coppet Razor 

Cancels of Switzerland”, MILCOPEX 12, gold, 

SESCAL 12, vermeil. 

 Charles LaBlonde, “Suspension of U.S. Mail to 

Switzerland 1942-1944/45”, IPHLA 12 (literature, 

Mainz, Germany), vermeil; “Swiss Post Interna-

tional Activity in Italy – the Baveno Story”, 

IPHLA, large silver. 

 Michael Peter, “IKW Issue”, IPHLA, large 

vermeil. 

  In addition, Dick Hall sent to the Novem-

ber 2012 International Philatelic Literature Exhi-

bition in Mainz, Germany a copy of our booklet 

Swiss Stamps: Something for Everyone (which be-

came the first chapter of our AHPS book The Phi-

lately of Switzerland).  The booklet was entered 

into the special competition Promo4Youth.  Dick 

received a nice letter of appreciation and a certifi-

cate. 

 

 

 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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President’s Column 

AHPS had a very successful gathering at 

TEXPEX in Grapevine, Texas (near the Dallas-Ft. 

Worth Airport) on March 1st to 3rd.  The Society 

dominated the exhibiting awards, with Harlan 

Stone taking home the one-frame grand, and Hein-

rich Heissinger winning the multiframe grand, 

with a mind-blowing 5 frames of the Durheim 

(Rayons/Ortspost/Poste Locale) issues (including, 

among other amazing items, BLOCKS ON COVER 

of the Orts-Post with and without framed cross.)  

The Society's exhibitors acquitted themselves well 

overall; a complete list of the awards is on page 2. 

The seminar on Friday afternoon featured 

a most interesting presentation by Harlan Stone 

on the Stamped Envelopes of Switzerland, and var-

ious members also presented "show and tell" 

items.   

The best-attended event, with about 25 

people present, was the dinner Friday evening at a 

Bavarian restaurant in Plano.  Though it was a 

ways from the show site, it was worth the trip.  

The food was excellent and so was the company.  

Most of the group retained enough sobriety, de-

spite the onslaught of excellent beer, to attempt to 

sing along with a live accordionist – most enter-

taining! 

The only untoward note was the unplanned 

absence at the festivities of our Treasurer, Bruce 

Marsden.  On Thursday evening, as he and his 

wife were going to a restaurant after getting his 

exhibit mounted, Bruce fell while negotiating a 

curb, and broke his hip.  He spent the weekend as 

a patient rather than a philatelist, certainly not by 

choice.  Bruce is now up and about and recovering 

well, so we hear.  He was able to attend the Board 

meeting by phone and reported that we are in good 

financial shape. 

The next AHPS convention will be Septem-

ber 26-28th, 2014 in Indianapolis.  Mark your cal-

endars! 

 Bob Zeigler, President 

  

Auction Manager Op-

portunity 
 Ed Duliba ran a good auction in the Janu-

ary TELL.  We thank Ed warmly for this service; 

he has decided that this is not a job he can contin-

ue to do.   

 So the post of auction manager is again 

open.  Past AHPS auction managers have found it 

a wonderful part of their education in Swiss phi-

lately.  If this sparks any interest in you, you may 

consult past editors Gordon Trotter at 410-730-

7936 or trotters2@verizon.net, or Bruce Marsden 

or George Struble, whose contact information is on 

page 14.  Or express your interest directly to Bob 

Zeigler (contact information also on page 14). 

 Our next auction could be as early as the 

September TELL. 

 
Dinner at the Bavarian Grill 

 
Bob Zeigler, John Barrett and a visitor at the AHPS table 

 

mailto:trotters2@verizon.net
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Useful websites 
by George Struble 

 Fritz Graf sends me links to three useful 

websites: (1) we can access maps of Switzer-land 

presented by the Swiss Topographical Office.  Op-

tions include languages, dates, and map types. 

http://www.swisstopo.ch/en/index.html    

(2) This link is to the timetables of the Swiss rail 

system; this can be very useful when you are plan-

ning a trip to Switzerland: 

http://www.sbb.ch/en/timetable.html 

(3) If you ever wondered what day of the week it was 

when that stamp was cancelled, go to:  
http://kalender-365.de/calendar.php?yy=1800 
You will find the English directory on the upper right 

hand side.  

AHPS member David Aeschlimann has an 

extensive website Stamp Collecting World with 

much information about Swiss philately.  Find it at 

http://www.stamp-collecting-world.com/ 
 

 

AHPS Auction 155 

Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
2 750.00 39 19.50 133 75.00 

4 150.00 40 19.50 176 11.00 

6 30.00 49 21.00 182 1.00 

7 40.00 50 21.00 186 1.00 

8 80.00 51 21.00 189 600.00 

9 40.00 60 30.00 191 525.00 

11 80.00 61 33.00 192 60.00 

12 15.00 79 23.00 197 25.00 

13 15.00 83 375.00 200 35.00 

14 14.00 84 150.00 202 51.00 

15 15.00 103 5.00 207 20.00 

17 6.45 116 300.00 208 25.00 

18 6.45 117 77.50 210 26.00 

24 16.00 118 95.00 215 16.00 

25 13.50 119 76.00 216 25.00 

32 13.50 120 110.00 217 14.00 

35 6.45 131 50.00 224 4.00 

36 42.00  
 

 

Harlan Stone’s Collections 
The David Feldman auction house will auction 

all of Harlan Stone’s Swiss collections, includ-

ing his several award-winning exhibits.  The 

material will be offered in two or three auc-

tions, starting later this year.  Check the David 

Feldman ads in TELL for further information. 

TELL Articles Needed! 
Your editor’s backlog of articles is just about 

empty.  Please write something you know 

about; the threat is that your editor will start 

publishing articles that he wrote himself! – GS 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 
  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
 Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

 Each item has a brief description and picture. 

 You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

 As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

 Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

 

Dick Hall has a complete run of the 

Schweizerischen Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) 

from volume 68 (1955!) to the present.  If you 

need a copy of an article within that time, for 

$1.00 a page he will scan the article and email 

it to you as a PDF file.  The scans will be in 

black and white or in color, depending on the 

original.  Since the pages of the older issues 

have aged, Dick will clean them up to the best 

of his ability.  If you want a printed copy, add 

$1.00 per page for black and white copies, $2.00 

per page for color, postpaid to US addresses, 

foreign postage extra.  Send him a list of the 

articles you would like scanned. 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 

http://www.swisstopo.ch/en/index.html
http://www.sbb.ch/en/timetable.html
http://kalender-365.de/calendar.php?yy=1800
http://www.stamp-collecting-world.com/
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Interesting Correction Perforations 

of the 1998 Switzerland China Sheetlet 
by Christoph Hertsch, AIEP, SBPV/ASEP, AIJP 

This article appeared in the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung, October 2012 and is reprinted here with the gra-
cious permission of BBZ and the author.  The translation is by Richard T. Hall. 

 The miniature sheets were produced by a combined offset / intaglio web printing process.  Each 

rotation of the printing cylinders produced three sheetlets arranged vertically. After printing, the 

sheets were perforated. The stamps were perforated using a comb-perforator, perforating three sides 

at each stroke. The fourth side is perforated in the next stroke. An electric eye reads horizontal and 

oblique lines in the sheet margin (known as Autotron marks) to check the perforations. The paper web 

in the machine roll expands depending on paper quality, humidity, and printing inks. This means that 

after a certain number of comb strokes, a small correction must be made in the comb advance so that 

the perforation is not impinging into the design. This correction can be positive or negative, positive 

leading to a wide perforation correction spacing or negative leading to a narrow correction perforation 

spacing. 

 Which sheetlet do you own? 

 We encourage collectors to take a closer look their own stocks of this stamp issue; maybe you 

are a proud owner of this interesting variety. 

 

 
Comb perforation example 

 
Sheetlet with narrow and wide perforation corrections 

 
Sheetlet with wide and narrow perforation corrections 
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Update on the Western 

Philatelic Library 
The Western Philatelic Library (WPL) has 

a new home and over the next number of months 

will be moving there.  Presently the WPL is located 

at the Raynor Facility in Sunnyvale California.  Its 

new home will be 3004 Spring Street in Redwood 

City, CA 94063-3927.  The present projected time 

frame for being at the new facility is early summer 

of this year, possibly very late spring. 

The WPL is home for the extensive AHPS 

bibliography project that contains over 6000 en-

tries for Switzerland and Liechtenstein.  For ex-

ample, this is one of the first sources Ralph 

Soderberg used when starting his IKW studies.  It 

is hoped in the future to digitize this effort to make 

it more readily available to researchers.   

The WPL is also very fortunate to have 

been chosen by Chuck LaBlonde for donation of his 

Swiss research library and materials.   This in-

cludes much original material including drafts and 

final copies of his many publications on Swiss phi-

lately.  Much unpublished material was also do-

nated by Chuck relative to his extensive research 

in Geneva Postal History.  This includes a nice ref-

erence collection of many covers relative to the Ge-

neva postal district.  Because of the nature of 

much of this material, it is only available for re-

search at the WPL and is not available for loan. 

Ed Chalfant’s library was also donated to 

WPL.  It contains probably the only complete copy 

of the newsletters he issued over his approximately 

50 years as a Swiss dealer.  These newsletters 

were digitized as part of a collaborative effort be-

tween AHPS and WPL. 

Dale Eggen has prepared a number of arti-

cle specialized notebooks on various topics of Swiss 

philately for WPL covering such topics as 

“stampless”, cancellations, etc.   One of these, the 

“stampless” notebook, has been copied by a num-

ber of researchers and in at least two cases the re-

searchers’ Swiss “stampless” exhibits received 

WPL gold awards. 

Many other members of AHPS have donat-

ed Swiss philatelic material to the WPL to enhance 

its Swiss collection.  There are too many to recog-

nize here but their contributions have been very 

significant in building the WPL Swiss collection.  

This is an on-going effort and each year the WPL 

Swiss content continues to improve.  And in this 

regard please keep WPL in mind when thinking of 

donating Swiss philatelic literature. 

A major advantage WPL has for philatelic 

researchers is that copies of articles, key pages, 

etc. are available for only $0.25 per page and there 

are no hourly charges for research WPL does in 

trying to satisfy requests.  Albeit, WPL is an all-

volunteer organization and man-hour resources 

are limited.  AHPS members in the Bay Area who 

may have interest in volunteering at the WPL are 

encouraged to do so; please contact Roger Skinner 

at the WPL.  

WPL continues to be open for business at 

its Sunnyvale location.  Updates will be provided 

as the transition to the new facilities takes place 

advising of closure periods and the date of opening 

of WPL’s new home. 

WPL Contact Information: 

Location:  1500 Partridge Ave., Bldg. 6 / Room 6, 

  Sunnyvale, CA 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 2219, Sunnyvale, CA   

 94087-2219 

Phone:  (408) 733 – 0336  

E-Mail:  info@fwpl.org 

Web Site:  HTTP://WWW.FWPL.ORG 

 

 

http://www.fwpl.org/
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

Happy Belated 75th Birthday!!   

Seventy-five years ago, on February 28, 1938, our predecessor Society, the Helvetia Society for Col-

lectors of Switzerland, held its first meeting in Philadelphia.  To mark this momentous occasion, let me re-

print an excerpt from the first issue of their Helvetia Bulletin: 

Before proceeding with our list of officers and members, probably most of you are 

wondering just how “HELVETIA” came into existence.  The organizing of a club for col-

lectors of stamps of Switzerland was a “Dream Child” nursed some time ago by Jacques 

Kilcher, Harry Salisbury and Gus von Gross, yet its realization took not place [sic], until 

the latter finally recruited enough enthusiasts, to make this possible and called its first 

meeting, February 28th., 1938, at 317 South. 15th. Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

In compliance with the law and regulation of the Swiss Confederacy, title of 

“HELVETIA” Society for Collectors of Switzerland has been duly registered at the Swiss 

Consulate at Philadelphia, Pa. And granted permission to function as such accordingly. 

I believe this clause deserves an explanation and is worthwhile knowing in as 

much as I have been approached on this matter.  Any concern or trade mark bearing the 

word “HELVETIA”, comes under Swiss jurisdiction and must be registered by the Swiss 

Government, or, if abroad, by the respective Swiss Consulate, and will be investigated as 

a safeguard from defrauding the public. 

I find this latter statement rather amazing.  I wonder how many American companies that have 

“Helvetia” as part of their name have taken this step.  I guess we are grandfathered in, or at least riding on 

the coattails of our predecessor, with the inclusion of “Helvetia” in our name. 

As a matter of further interest, the nine Charter Members of the Helvetia Society were: Jacques 

Kilcher, Gustave A. Von Gross, Sophie Buser, Jerome Marcus, Thomas F. Harrison, August Pagel, Eddie 

Buser, Jr., Edward Buser, Sr., and Harrison Salisbury.  Of these, two lived long enough to become Charter 

Members of the A.H.P.S. in 1975 – Sophie and Eddie Buser. 

So light some candles on a birthday cake and help remember our founding 75 years ago. 

 

April is the month of the Zürich Sechseläuten 

celebrations for which a special cancellation is pro-

duced usually noting one of the Guilds.  Sechseläuten 

is traditionally the day in April when shops change 

from their winter closing hour of 5:00 p.m. to the sum-

mer closing hour of 6:00 p.m.  The celebration includes 

parades and burning of the Böögg (a giant snowman 

made of wadding).  The Sechseläuten was featured on 

the 10c value of the folk customs stamps of 1977.  This 

year Zunft Hard is honored on the cancel shown in 

Figure 1.  Zunft Hard is one of the newer guilds, 

founded in 1922 as the guild for the districts of Aussersihl and Hard. 

Schwarzenburg in Canton Bern put a new ma-

chine cancel into use on April 2, 2013 (F3.343, Figure 2).  

This new cancel replaces F3.339 which was last used on 

March 30, 2013. 

As you will see in the list of post office closings 

and changes, Grandson in Canton Vaud lost its branch 

post office at Grandson 2 on April 16, 2013.  This result-

ed in the main post office at Grandson 1 changing its name simply to Grandson on 

 
Fig. 2.  New 
Schwarzenburg cancel 

 
Fig. 1.  Sechseläuten guild  
commemoration 

 
Fig. 3.  New Grandson 
K-cancel 

 
Fig. 2.  Sechseläuten on a 
1977 stamp 
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April 28, 2013.  This then resulted in the K-cancel of 

Grandson 1, K 1183, to be removed from service and 

replaced by K-cancel K 1183a (Figure 3) which is 

identical to the previous cancel but with the “1” re-

moved. 

The other day I was going through a pile of material that has awaited sorting, etc., for a long time 

and came across the postcard shown in Figure 4 put out by the Swiss Post.  The heart is die cut and self-

adhesive.  Does anyone know the circumstances around this card? 

 

1.  On March 23, 2013, the post office at 4032 Basel 32 Roche (canton Basel Stadt) was closed [assumed by 4002 

Basel 2] 

2.  On March 31, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 7492 Alvaneu Dorf (canton Graubünden)[assumed by 7450 Tiefencastel]  

  [K-cancel K 1177 was last used on that date] 

 7270 Davos 2 Horlauben (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7270 Davos Platz 1] 

 6205 Eich (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6203 Sempach Station] 

 4952 Eriswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 4950 Huttwil] 

 9100 Herisau 1 (canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9100 Herisau 1] 

 3088 Rüeggisberg (canton Bern) [assumed by 3088 Rüeggisberg] 

 7411 Sils im Domleschg (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7430 Thusis] 

3.  On April 12, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 4603 Olten 3 Stadt (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4600 Olten 1] 

 6174 Sörenberg (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6170 Schüpfheim]  

  [K-cancel K 527a was last used on that date] 

4.  On April 15, 2013, a new post office opened at 4604 Olten 4 Hammer (canton Solothurn) 

5.  On April 16, 2013, the post office at 1422 Grandson 2 Les Tuileries (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 

1400 Yverdon] 

6.  On April 17, 2013, the post office at 1422 Grandson 1 (canton Vaud) closed  [K-cancel K 1183 was last used on 

that date] and re-opened on April 18, 2013, as 1422 Grandson 

7.  On April 27, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 9204 Andwil (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9200 Gossau SG]  

  [K-cancel K 579 was last used on that date] 

 7403 Rhäzuns (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7013 Domat/Ems] 

8.  On May 3, 2013, the post office at 4712 Laupersdorf (canton Solothurn) was closed [assumed by 4710 

Balsthal] [K-cancel K 496 was last used on that date] 

9.  On May 4, 2013, the post office at 8252 Schlatt (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8253 Diessenhofen] 

 

     
Fig. 4.  Mystery post card 

Expect your July TELL toward the end of the 

first week of July.  Your editor – and mailer – 

will be on a family trip the last part of June, 

and will mail the issue about July 3. 
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 Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass  

from Roman Times to 2016 

(continued from page 1)   Koller’s plan and a 2 kilometer tunnel 

was added on the Rodontboden at the suggestion of Pasquale 

Lucchini, the Ticino cantonal engineer. 

 On August 19, 1853 the first Gotthard Committee formed 

from the cantons of Luzern, Basel, and Solothurn convened in 

Luzern to no result. In 1857 a tunnel under Mont Cenis in the 

west and work on the Brenner Pass to the east revived interest 

in the Gotthard route. The second Gotthard Committee was 

formed on September 15, 1860 with members from Bern, 

Unterwalden, Schwyz, Solothurn, and Uri. This committee es-

tablished the Schweizer. Centralbahn (S.C.B.) to which repre-

sentatives from Aargau, Basel, Fribourg, and Zug but notably 

missing Zürich. The committee endorsed the Koller plan. Based 

only on the Dufour map at the scale of 1 : 100,000, the committee 

estimated the costs of the 123 kilometer line from Flüelen to Lo-

carno (lake to lake) at 70 million francs. In the spring of 1861 the 

government of the Kingdom of Sardinia (today’s northern Italy) 

offered to participate in the funding of the effort. 

 At the end of July 1861 the cantonal engineer of Zürich, 

Emil Welti was commissioned by the Gotthard committee to pro-

vide a more detailed topographical map at the scale of 1 : 10,000 

with 10 meter contours for a strip about 1 kilometer wide along 

the Koller route. Wetli performed this task in the incredibly 

short time of four and a half months! Using this more detailed 

map, Welti laid out the route (Figure 3) with the restrictions of 

grades no steeper than 2.6 % and a curve radius of no less than 

300 meters. Welti devised the final routing by the use of spiral 

tunnels. The use of spiral tunnels was necessitated by the fact 

that the Reuss valley, through which the rail line would run, has 

no side valleys which could be used to gain altitude. The only 

other alternative to a spiral tunnel are switchbacks which were 

not allowed because they would severely slow down transit time 

on the route. Welti was honored in the trio of stamps issued in 

1932 for the 50th anniversary of the Gotthard railway (Zumstein 

193, Figure 4). 

 A Gotthard Conference was convened on August 7 and 8, 

1863 with participation by 15 cantons: Aargau, Basel, Bern, Fri-

bourg, Luzern, Neuchâtel, Schaffhausen, Schwyz, Solothurn, 

Thurgau, Ticino, Unterwalden, Uri, Zug, and Zürich which 

 
Fig. 3. Map of the Gotthard line taken from the 
10 June 1882 issue of Eisenbahn 

       
Left to right: Fig. 4, Emil Welti (Zumstein 193); Fig. 5, Alfred Escher (Zumstein 
192); Fig. 6, Louis Favre (Zumstein 191). 
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formed a Gotthard Commission and a Managing Committee. 

Two experts, A. Von Beckh (chief engineer of the Nordost Bahn 

between 1853 and 1860) and Robert Gerwig (a town planner) 

came up with a cost of 161.76 million francs for a 257 kilometer 

line from Luzern to Chiasso and connecting lines to Goldau, 

Bellizona, and Locarno. Included in the cost was 53.16 million 

francs for the Gotthard tunnel itself. 

 At this time, 

Alfred Escher, a Zü-

rich banker who was 

probably the most 

influential person in 

Switzerland threw 

his weight behind the 

project. Escher was 

honored in the 1932 

set of stamps men-

tioned above 

(Zumstein 192, Fig-

ure 5). However, be-

tween 1866 and 1868 

the project was put 

on the back burner 

because of political 

unrest and wars in 

Europe. 

 On Septem-

ber 15, 1869 an in-

ternational confer-

ence was held in 

Bern at which the Italian and German governments were invit-

ed to join the Gotthard Commission. At the conference the total 

length of the project was increased to 265 kilometers by adding 

a section between Cadenazzo and the Italian border at Pino. A 

building capital fund of 187 million francs was established with 

the proviso that there would be three trains per day traversing 

the route each way during the summer and two during the win-

ter and that one of these trains would be an express run. The 

building capital fund was to come partially from state subsidies 

– 20 million francs from Switzerland, 45 million francs from Ita-

ly, and 20 million francs from Germany. The balance of 102 million francs was to come from the sale of 

stock in the company. 

 On October 

31, 1871 the treaty 

between Switzerland, 

Italy, and Germany 

went into effect and 

the Gotthard Railway 

was established on 

December 6, 1871 

with Alfred Escher, J. 

Zingg, and J. Weber 

as directors. On Au-

gust 7, 1872 the con-

tract to  construct  the  

 
Fig. 7, above. The south portal of the Gotthard 

tunnel at Airolo. 
Fig. 8, below. The north portal at Göschenen 

 

   
Fig. 12.  Tunnel workers                                          Fig. 13.  Shift change at Göschenin 

 
 

 
 

 
Top to bottom: Fig. 9, the Gotthard drilling ma-
chine; Fig. 10, the compressed air locomotive 
and tank; Fig. 11, the construction locomotive 
pulling the compressed air tank cars 
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Gotthard tunnel was awarded to Louis Favre of Gene-

va for 50 million francs with a completion date of 8 

years. Favre was also honored in the 1932 set of 

stamps mentioned above (Zumstein 191, Figure 6). 

Construction began on September 13, 1872 at Airolo 

(Figure 7) and on October 24, 1872 at Göschenen (Fig-

ure 8). At first the tunnels were dug by hand and using 

gunpowder to blast the rock. Daily progress was less 

than 30 inches. Beginning in April 1873 drilling ma-

chines using compressed air which was provided from 

rail-mounted cylinders attached to the drill were used 

(Figures 9, 10 and 11). Daily progress increased to nine 

to 12 feet per day! The newly-invented and much safer 

dynamite replaced gunpowder in late 1872 and was 

used at a rate of up to 700 pounds per day. 

 A total of 3305 workers (Figures 12 and 13) 

were employed in the tunnels who worked 8.4 million 

workdays to complete the tunnel. 94% of the workers 

were Italian and 69% were single men under the age of 

40. Working conditions in the tunnel were horrendous 

– temperatures as high as 90°, water leaking in, near 

100% humidity, poor ventilation – as well as poor liv-

ing conditions in the work camp. The workers who 

were mostly Italian were paid in Italian currency 

which could only be spent at the company store. Work-

ers had to pay for their food, the oil in their lanterns as 

well as for their beds, each of which was shared by 

three workers! Finally at the end of July 1875 the workers went on strike. A militia was called in from Alt-

dorf. When they arrived in Göschenen they were pelted with stones. They fired back, killing four workers 

and wounding several others. These working conditions became widely publicized across Europe resulting 

in two federal commissions to examine the situation but nothing came of it. But the use of firearms against 

the workers sufficiently cowed them that no other strikes occurred. The Swiss government billed the rail-

road company 2570.15 francs for “sending in an armed crew”! 

 Official figures state that 177 men died during the construction of the tunnel. This is probably a 

very conservative figure as the railway company doctor wrote that 2 to 3 workers were killed each month 

which would give a total of around 500 deaths over the 90-month construction period. The main causes of 

death were accidents with the cars used to transport the debris out of the tunnel, rock collapses, and blast-

ing accidents. What is unknown is how many workers died of the effects of silicosis after returning home. 

In addition to the deaths, the official figures for severe injuries total 454. A monument to the dead workers 

was erected in Airolo (shown as part of the tryptich commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Gotthard 

railway in 1982, Zumstein 668-669, Figure 14).  

 On April 2, 1872 R. Gerwig was appointed chief engineer who further refined the route and cost es-

timates. These estimates now totaled 221 million francs, considerably in excess of the original estimate. 

Gerwig was forced to resign and was replaced in March 1875 by Wilhelm Hellwag who further revised the 

routing and cost estmates. Interestingly, Hellwag’s revised routing more closely followed the original line of 

Welti. But the cost estimates now totaled 289 million francs, more than 50% higher than the original esti-

mate.1 

 The increasing estimates threatened to bring the project to an end. Escher’s position as managing 

director was in danger. The participants in the project reconvened in Bern and on June 4, 1877 agreed to a 

reduction on the project by deleting the double track sections and other cost savings measures. These re-

ductions in scope cut the projected costs by 62 million francs, leaving 40 million francs to be funded by ad-

                                                
1 To better understand the changes made by each successive eengineer, see Carl Jegher’s article cited in 

the references. 

 
 

 
Fig. 14.  The monument to the Gotthard tunnel workers in 
Airolo as depicted on Zumstein 668-669 and in a photograph 
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ditional government contributions – Germany and 

Italy 10 millions francs each, Switzerland 8 million 

francs – with the balance from the private stockhold-

ers. With the financing problem solved, Escher was 

put back in as the managing director. 

 On July 19, 1879 Louis Favre suffered a heart 

attack (Figure 15) while inspecting the tunnel – 223 

days before its completion. On Sunday, February 29, 

1880 the north and south borings met. In tribute to 

Favre, the workers passed a photograph of Favre 

through the breakthrough (Figure 16). As a testa-

ment to the precision of the work, the two tunnels 

were only off by 13 inches horizontally and only two 

inches vertically out of a total tunnel length of 9.3 

miles. 

 On March 2, 1880 celebrations were held at 

the two ends of the tunnel culminating in the first 

trip through the tunnel on the construction train 

from Göschenen to Airolo (Figure 17). The trip took 

3½ hours as track was not laid fully throughout the 

tunnel. The final excavation and blasting took place 

in July of 1881 leaving only the lining of the tunnel 

to be completed. The first train ran through the 

tunnel on completed track on January 1, 1882. 

 The single track system caused such great 

congestion and delays that work began in 1883 to 

lay a second track. The section between Erstfeld 

 
Fig. 15.  The death of Favre from a contemporary engraving 

 
Fig. 16.  Workers passing Favre’s photograph through the 
breakthrough 

 
Fig. 17.  The first train to traverse the tunnel 

 
Fig. 18.  The opening day celebrations in Bellinzona 

 
Fig. 19.  The opening day train from Luzern 

 
Fig. 20.  The opening day train from Milan 
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and Biasca was the first to have double tracks. The entire line was double-tracked after nationalization of 

the line in 1909. Work to electrify the line began in 1918 with the entire line electrified by 1922. Getting 

electricity to the remote sections of the line required hydroelectric facilities to be constructed in Amsteg 

among other locations along the line using water from dams. 

 The line officially opened on June 1, 1882 (Figure 18-20) to through rail traffic between Immensee 

and Chiasso. In the approximately 27 years prior to nationalization on May 1, 1909, traffic quadrupled, 

revenues tripled, and the workforce doubled. Travel on the Gotthard route could be made in the greatest 

luxury of the day. The next installment will describe the defenses the Swiss installed to protect the route.  

 More detailed maps and a listing of the features (bridges, tunnels, etc.) of the Gotthard line can be 

downloaded from  http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25844002/Gotthard%20article%20Part%202%20supplement.pdf 
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Contributors to AHPS 

in 2012 
Forty-six members made tax-deductible contribu-

tions to AHPS in 2012. In addition, several waived 

their discount for early membership renewal.  We 

thank all donors for their generosity.  The total of 

the contributions this year was $3583.  This in-

cludes the subsidies for the March 2012 TELL spe-

cial issue from Ernie Bergman and Rudy Keller, 

and a subsidy from Steve Soderberg and the Dell 

Foundation toward publication of our IKW book. 
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AHPS/APRL Fundraising Thank You!  

And Please Use Our Library! 
by Bruce Marsden 

When I first learned of the opportunity for the AHPS to make a donation to the American Philatelic 

Research Library (APRL) in exchange for “naming rights” to the Switzerland Literature Collection at the 

Library, I expected that it would be a multi-year fundraising effort.  After the Board of Trustees approved 

the fundraising plan at our meeting at Westpex last year I was gratified that 100% of the Trustees and Ap-

pointed Officers pledged support towards the project.   

To my delight, the AHPS membership came through in our year-end dues mailing and your contri-

butions completed our $5,000 goal.  So many of our members responded to our premium offer of the 2012 

Pro Patria Swiss map pin, that I was lucky to be able to obtain an additional supply from the Swiss Consu-

late in New York.  So I have to thank all who contributed for making my “amateur” fundraising project a 

success.  

As the AHPS is an affiliated society with the American Philatelic Society, with the AHPS’ backing, 

all of our members have borrowing privileges with the APRL and can borrow any circulating book by mail.  

The ARPL’s on-line “Union” philatelic literature catalog combines the holdings of the APRL and nine other 

North American philatelic libraries.  You can access the catalog by navigating from the APS home page, 

www.stamps.org, selecting Services, then Library, then Search our Catalog or by directly using this 

link, http://catalog.stamplibrary.org. 

You will probably want to use the “advanced catalog search” which allows searches by author, title, 

subject, and other search fields.  To narrow the search to books (excluding references to periodical articles), 

type book in the record type field.  And to limit the search to APRL items (with AHPS borrowing privileg-

es), select APRL from the “All Libraries and Indexes” drop down menu at the bottom of the search page, 

just above the “Submit Query” button.   

When submitting a borrowing request, if you are not an APS member, please include the fact that 

you are an AHPS member in the borrowing request notes so that the APRL staff is aware of it. 
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